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INTRODUCTION 


major part of the present-day Uttar Pradesh was formerly known as Madhya Desa, 
In ancient India it occupied a very important position, being regarded as the land 
par excellence. The early development of Buddhism took place in the soil of Madhya Desa. 

The north-eastern portion of Uttar Pradesh was, in the past, called Ko^ala Janapada 
(kingdom). The small territory of the Sakyas of Kapilavastu was included in Kosala. 
Gautama, the Buddha, was born at Lumbini near Kapilavastu. After his Enlightenment 
at Bodhgaya, Buddha spent almost his whole life in Madhya Desa. 

The First Sermons were preached by Buddha at Sarnath near Banaras (ancient 
Varanasi). From here started his new Dhamma, which has been called Dhamrna Chakka 
Fabbattama (Revolving of the ‘Wheel of Law’). It was here at Sarnath that Buddha lay 
the foundations of his Sanigha. Gradually this place grew into a great Buddhist centre in 
India. From the time of Asoka right up to 1200 A.D. several Buddhist Stupa, Chaityas, 
Vihdras and temples were built at Sarnath. The credit of carving some exquisitely fine images 
of Buddha goes to Sarnath. In the 7th century A.D. when the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang 
visited Sarnath he found here 30 monasteries, in which were living 1,500 monks. 

Besides Lumbini and Sarnath, the third Buddhist centre, Sravasti, was also in 
Madhya De§a. This place is now called Sahet-Mahet in the Gonda-Bahraich districts of 
Uttar Pradesh. Buddha spent no less than 25 rainy seasons in the famous Jetavana 
monastery of Sravasti. He preached here a number of Sutras and most of the Jataka 
stories were recited here. Jetavana was the residence of several thousands of monks. 
Buddha himself lived in the GandhakuU of this Vihdra. Besides Jetavana, there were 
several other Viharas in Sravasti, like Purvarama and Mallikarama Vihara. The four 
big stupas built in honour of Sariputtra, Maudgalayana, Mahakasyapa and Anand were 
also located in Sravasti. 

The fourth chief Buddhist centre in U.P. is Sankasya or Sankassa (modern Sankissa 
in district Farrukhabad). According to the Buddhist tradition, Buddha descended here from 
the Trayastrim^a Heaven, where he had gone to preach his mother. 

The fifth centre of great importance in U.P. is Kusinagar (modern Kasia in Deoria 
district). It was here that Buddha attained his mahaparinirvana (great demise). In the 
parinirvdna temple at Kasia is preserved the 20 Feet long image of Buddha lying on death-bed. 
It is, no doubt, a wonderful piece of art. The remains of some ancient Chaityas, Stupas 
and Vihdras can still be seen at Kasia. 



Afiart from the five above-mentioned Chief Buddhist Centres, there are two more 
places in U.P., one Mathura and the other Kausambi. As a centre of Buddhist art 
Mathura occupies a unique position. The sculptors of Mathura were the first to conceive the 
idea of preparing BuddhaT image in the anthropomorphic form. The statues of Buddha 
and Bodhisattva carved by the artists of Mathura early in the Kushana period were sent to 
distant places. Hundreds of Buddhist sculptures of high artistic value, belonging to the 
Kushana and Gupta periods, have been obtained at Mathura. Till the time of Hiuen-Tsang’s 
visit in the 7th century A.D. a number of Stupas and Vihdras were in existence at Mathura. 
This pilgrim has referred to 20 Buddhist monasteries at Mathura in which were living 2,000 
monks, The great preacher Upagupta had his residence at Mathura. 

Kausambi has been identified with Kosam, a village in the Allahabad district of 
U.P. From the time of Buddha up to about 600 A.D. Buddhism blossomed here. During 
Buddha’s life-time three big monasteries were established here. Their names were 
Ghoshitdrdma, Kukkutdrdvia and Pdvdrika Ambavana, Recently while digging one of 
the mounds at Kausambi remains of the first mentioned monastery have come to light. 
Several Buddha and Bodhisattva images have also been unearthed here, some of them 
exhibiting high workmanship. 

Whatever fragments of Buddhist sculpture and architecture are now extant at the 
above mentioned seven centres and other places of Uttar Pradesh they undoubtedly show 
that these fine-arts developed in this area for a pretty long time. Some statues of Buddha 
from Sarnath and Mathura assigned to the Gupta period, are superb pieces of sculpture and 
represent the best in Indian art. The artists have not only successfully portrayed the 
bodily form but have depicted the spiritual elegance, serenity and compassion, of 
which the Buddha was an embodiment. From the time of Asoka to the 12th century 
A. D. numerous Buddhist monuments were constructed at Sarnath, Kusinagar, Sravasti, 
Mathura, Kausambi and other places. Remains of some of these structures have been 
found, which throw some light on the architecture of different periods. 

A large number of inscriptions were engraved by Asoka at various places in India. 
A rock bearing fourteen Edicts of Asoka is still preserved at Kalsi, in Dehradun district 
of Uttar Pradesh. Pillar-Edicts of Asoka have been found at Meerut, Sarnath, Kausambi, 
Allahabad, Lumbini etc. These inscriptions of Asoka are very valuable for the study 
of the religious and social conditions of the Maurya period. 

The contribution of Uttar Pradesh towards creation of original Buddhist literature 
has not been insignificant. The literature, in its various forms, grew up at places like 
Sravasti, Kusinagar and Mathura at different periods, The Sarvdstivddin Branch of the 
Buddhists found in Uttar Pradesh a congenial atmosphere for its growth. Gradually 
the Mahayana school also had its strong hold at several places in U.P. These two main 
Buddhist schools grew up here side by side producing enormous literature of great value. 

We thus find that the Buddhist religion, philosophy, art and literature had an 
unhampered growth in Uttar Pradesh for along time. It was in this fertile land of 



Uttar Pradesh that the plant of Buddhism gradually assumed the form of a gigantic 
tree. Buddhist missionaries from this land not only confined their activities to India 
but also went outside India where they spread the light of 'Dhamma’, as revealed by Tathagata. 

The present Album contains illustrations from the chief Buddhist sites in U.P. 
includiug the best sculptures. These illustrations will give an idea of the contribution of 
Uttar Pradesh to the development of Buddhism. 


B S. SINGH 

Director of Information. U.P. 
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Asokan Lion Capital at Sarnath, bearing Lion 
figures and other animals 
Tinie-3rd century B.C. 
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The Asokan elephant-capital at Sankissa 
Time— 3rd century B.Ch 
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Railing pillars from Sarnath tastefully carved 
Time— First century B.C. 

{Sarriai/i Museiun) 
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Railing pillar depicting the story o£ the Jataka 
of the ‘Worst EviF 
Time— 1st century B.C. 

(i\4a ill u ra Miiseu in ) 






srf^wT, %, ?fn:?rT«r 

t srFsBrPT? f^^TT jrq-T i ^=5^: ’^^rr-tifr ; f 
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StMOcling Boclhisattva image do mi ted l)y Friar 
Bala, from Sariiath. MathLira School ; 
Kiishana period 

(Sarnaih Mifseum) 
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Colossal Bodhisattva .statue Itoui Malioli 
Early Kushaiia [jeriotl 

(Mat hiD'a Muse uni) 
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Image of Boclhisattva in Abhayam udrd 
Early Kush a n a period 

{State Masev r/i , L uck rune) 
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-Buddha in Abhayainiidrd. 'Fhe inscription on 
the pedestal calls him ‘Bodhisattva’. From 

Katra Keshavadeva, Mathura, Kushana ijcriod. 

{Aiathnra Mitseuin) 
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Buddha seated ifi A bhayam uck Math uni 
School of Art. From A liich cli h a t ra ( 1) i s t .■ 

Bareil ly) Kiisha n a period 
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Inscribed Buddha image in Ablutyamvdni. 
The j>edestal bears a Brahmi inscription ol 
the 2nd century A.D. Mathura School ol 
Art. From Ahichchhatra (Dist. Bareilly) 
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Bodhisattva Maitreya in Abhayarniidrd holding 
a vase of nectar. 

Time— 3rd century A. I). 

From Ahichchhatra (Dist. Bareilly) 
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Hastinapur : Terracotta figure ol: Bocl!iisa.ttva 
Maitreya, Kushana |>eriod 

(National Museum, New Delhi) 
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Lower part of an inscribed image of Kasya])a 
Buddha. Kiishana period 

(Mathira Miisemn) 
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Indi-a witli others paying homage to Buddlni 
Early Kusharia ])eri()cl 

(MatJriirc-^ Museum) 
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Birth of Buddha at I.unibini, Gaudliaia ;\rt 
Tinte about 300 Ad). 

(Alldliabnd M use inn) 
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Buclclha on his cleatli-lxxl 
Kushana period 

(V avail a tenipUu Mai Inna) 
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Inscribed slab referring to Ghoshitararna 
Monastery of Kausainl)i 
(Kausarnbi section, Allahabad University) 
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Life-size statue of Emperor Kauishka, 
(78-101 A.D.), the great patron of Biuldhism 
From Mailt, Dist. Mathura 

(Mathura Museum) 
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Railing pillar carved with a lady figure, in 
graceful pose, playing with a bird ; Kushana 
2>eriod 


(^Mathura Museum) 
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Two Railing pillars from Mathura showing 
sportive damsels, Kushana period 

(Indian Museum, Calcutta) 
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Two pillars of the Hudclhist railing at 
Bhutcswar (Mathura) Kushana period 

{JSlailiurd Mu, scum) 





ST^^cT ^rfrf^T 

WY^J w^^r, ^frq- — fo qrNcff ^(fr 

(nfR f^#) 

Perlect linage ol Buddha will) a decorative halo. 
Mathura style 
rime— 5th century A.l). 

(National Miiseirniy Neu) Delhi) 
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(ifjjTy jfjpTv^TF'-? ) 

Buddha, the Eiiliglitcned one. 

Donated Ity Yasadinna 
I'inie— 5th centuiy A.D. 

(iVlalliuyti Mii.siriiin) 
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Exquisitely carved image oi:' Buddha seated in 
the Attitude oi; Revolving the ‘Wheel ol' l.aw’ 
Time— Sth Century A.D. 

(Sarnath Mus('uffi) 
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Image of Buddha seated in Abhayam^ loatfe 
in the time oi; Kumaragupta I (413455 AJX) 
From Mankuvar (Dist. AJJahal)ad) 

(L it ck n o xu M iiscmmy 
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Image of Buddha from Bajidpui', Dt. Kariijur, 
Gupta period 

(S ia t e M u .se lui i , L / ickn o xo ) 
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Buddha’s head showing curly liaii' and 
half closed eyes. From Gharnunda Mound 
(Mathura) Gupta period 

[Mathura Musanm) 
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Torso of Boclhisattva image from [aisinglipura, 
Mathura ; Gupta period 

(^Mailiura Museiiiii) 






% 'TfT^^^[r if ft # 
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Colossal Buddha statue at Kusinagar showing 
Parinirvaiia ; Gupta period 




KASIA EXCAVATIONS 

Image of oving gudoha 
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Head of Buddha. From Bhila, Dist. .\llalial)ad 
Gupta ])eriod 

(^Allahabad M i ( S(' uni) 
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Head ol: Buddha iioni Kausarul)i (Dist. 
Allahabad), Early Medieval j)eri(>d 

(Allahabad Musa a in) 
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arf^'s^^T (PiTo 9fM) % srr-cr ; ’R'«rjr ’ vh'i sf^fr ; 
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Slab bearing’ the lour Main Events of Budtllia's 
life. From Ahichchhatra (Dist. Bareilly). 
Mathura Scliool of Art 
M ime~3vd century A.I). 

(^Liiclirioxv M. usnifii ) 
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Bodhisattva Padniapani from Sarnath 
Gupta period 

(Indian Miiseimi, Calcutta) > 
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Lokanath staiicliiig on lotus 
l.atc Ciu})ia period 

(Sdniadi Muse KIN) 
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Simhanada Avalokiteshvara. l^rom Mahoba 
Time— 11th century A.l>. 

{Lucknoto Miisetirn) 
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Buddhist Goddess Tani holding- stalked lotus 
I.ate Medieval ])eri()d 

(Lucknoxo Muse uni) 
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Biidclhist Goddess Vajratara 
TiinC“10th century A.l). 

(Sarnaih Miiscrifin) 
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Bucldlvist Goddess Maiiciii 
Late Medieval period 

(State Museu /// ., L uck now) 
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Inscribed Buddha Image called ‘Malhakiivvar’ 
seated in Earth-'l’ouching Attitude 
l.ate Medieval period 
Kasia (Kusinagar) 
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Ikiddhii in penance and Mara with his retinue 
attacking- him. Bronze, 14th century 

(Math urn M iiscum) 
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A scene of the Lumbini Garden. On the left 
is standing the inscribed pillar of Asoka 
erected on the birth-place of Buddha 
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Inscribed pillar of Asoka on the Birth-place 
of Buddha at Lumbini 
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Dhaincklia Stupa, Saniatli 
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The new Deer Park constructed by 
U.P. Government at Sarnath 
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The newly built Mulagandhakuti Vihara 
at Sarnath 






New Buddha statue in the Chinese I'einple at 
Sarnath 








Remains of the Buddhist Monastery at 
Kusinagar 





I'he site of Ranialthar at Kiisinagar 
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The Stupa at Kusinagar 
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The site o£ Kareri Kuti at Sravasti, which 
formed part of the famous Jetavaria Monastery 
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